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DeWitt Clinton 
decided to make a canal 
system that would increase 

trade between New York 
City and Lake Erie.

Week 3: Transportation in America
Lesson 3
 Objective: To learn about the Erie Canal and how its construc-

tion increased commerce, westward expansion, and the 
population of New York.

  Teaching Point: During the late 1700’s and 
early 1800’s adventurous settlers were beginning 
to move farther West, settling in the Ohio River 
Valley.  It was here they found rich farm lands 
and abundant forests.  The farmers produced 

crops of wheat, corn, oats, and hay.   At first the 
farmers only grew enough produce to feed their families, 

but pretty soon these farmers had an abundance, which they wanted to ship to other 
markets to make a profit.  One obstacle these farmers faced was transportation which was 
limited to boats or animal-drawn carts.  The animal-drawn cart was a very poor option 
not only because the animals moved very slowly, but also because most of the “roads” 

at the time were just paths that were worn by travelers, many of which were full of deep ruts cut 
by wagons.  Boats were a much better option for transporting goods.  They could move at a much more 
rapid pace then the animal-drawn carts.  The problem with boats however, was that many of the existing 
rivers had shallow places, waterfalls, rapids, or they simply did not extend to the next waterway.  With 
these obstacles in the way, sailors had to carry their boats and cargo from one river to the next.    
 DeWitt Clinton, the governor of New York had a plan.  He decided to make a canal system that 
would connect Lake Erie to New York City.  Clinton proposed if they moved along with his plan “The 
city will, in the course of time, become the granary of the world, the emporium of commerce, the seat 
of manufactures, the focus of great moneyed operations.  And before the revolution of a century, the 
whole island of Manhattan, covered with inhabitants and replenished with a dense population, will con-
stitute one vast city.”  At first those opposed to Clinton’s idea called it “Clinton’s Big Ditch” or “Clin-
ton’s Folly,” but soon those in the legislature began to see the impact the canal could make.  On July 4, 
1817, construction on the first portion of the canal began in a little town called Rome, New York.  The 

The pictures above shows a boat traveling upstream.  The water level of the lock is at the same height as the river level, the 
entrance gate is opened and the boat sails in.  The entrance gates are then closed and the valve is opened, which raises the 
boat by filling the chamber with water.  Then the exit gates are opened and the boat continues to sail upstream.  
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canal planners had a big job on 
their hands, because the land 
rises nearly 600 feet from the 
Hudson River in Albany, New 
York, to Lake Erie, and in many 
places the route for the canal 
was planned across ravines and 
over rivers.  83 locks were used 
to enable a boat to be more eas-
ily raised to a higher elevation.  
Eighteen aqueducts were built 
to carry the canal over ravines 
and rivers.  The canal engineers 
used existing rivers where they 
could, and over many of the 
straight stretches, the shallow rivers were merely dug to a depth of four feet and a width of forty feet.  A ten 
foot wide towpath was built along the bank of the canal for horses, mules, and oxen led by a boat driver.  It 
took two years to dig the first fifteen miles of canal, but with ingenuity, the canal engineers began to think of 
new time-saving ways of removing trees and dirt to make the way for the rest of the canal.  By 1825, the 363 
mile long Erie Canal was completed.  Governor Dewitt Clinton officially opened the Erie Canal as he sailed 
from the mouth of Lake Erie to New York City.  When he arrived in the bay, he emptied two casks of water 
from Lake Erie into the Atlantic Ocean, celebrating the first connection of waters from East to West in the 
ceremonial “Marriage of the Waters”.
 The impact of the canal was immense.  Prior to the construction of the Erie Canal it took twenty 
days for an ox-pulled cart to make the journey.  After the completion of the Erie Canal, the trip took only 
eight days.  The cost to ship goods from the Lake Erie region to New York City dropped dramatically (from 
$100.00 per ton over land to $10.00-15.00 per ton by canal).  The drop in prices encouraged a significant 
increase in the amount of freight being shipped.  For example, wheat shipments increased from 3,640 bush-
els in 1829 to 500,000 bushels in 1837, and only four years later shipments increased to 1,000,000 bushels 
a year.  Freight was not the only thing that was being shipped along the Erie Canal, many immigrants began 
using this route to relocate to the towns in western New York and the Great Lakes region, greatly increasing 
their population.  Between 1820 and 1850, the population of Rochester exploded, from 1,502 to 36,403, 
and the population of Buffalo increased from just over 2,000 to 42,261.   Many of the cities in the Great 
Lakes region also increased in population.  Cities like Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago, Illinois; 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Louisville, Kentucky.  The most significant benefit the Erie Canal brought to 
New York was that it established New York City as the major trade route from the western part of the coun-
try to the Atlantic Ocean and abroad.  DeWitt Clinton’s idea, once touted as “folly,” became one of most 
important advances of the 1800’s.

Ceremonial “Marriage of the Waters” where Governor Clinton dumped water from Lake 
Erie into the Atlantic Ocean.
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Geography Tools 

Erie Canalway Stamp

Map of New York UJOMB p. 93

N

Compass Rose

Map Key

           Mountains

           Rivers

           Canal

           Cities

Project 3
 This week we are going to travel to New York, the state 
where the Erie Canal was constructed.  Take a moment to 

make a copy of the passport stamp in the Geogra-
phy Tools box to the right.  Place this stamp 

in your passport.  Now, we are going to 
take some 

time to 
explore 
the 
region 

of land 
where the 

Erie Canal was constructed.  Look 
at the maps in my travel log on the previous 
page.  Locate the Erie Canal on the first map.  
Do you see how it extends from the Hudson 

River in the East all the way to Lake Erie on 
the western boarder of New York?  Take a look at the physical 
map, the second map in my log.  Locate the Hudson River, 
the Mohawk River, Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, the Adiraondack 
Mountains, and the Catskill Mountains.  Where would you 
have chosen to put the Erie Canal?  Why do you think they 
chose to link the Erie canal to the Hudson River, rather than 
making a straight route from New York City to Lake Erie?  
What Mountain Range was in the way?  Why do you think 
they chose to link the Erie Canal to Lake Erie, rather than 
Lake Ontario? Wouldn’t it have been a lot less digging?  Do 
you think the governor was worried traders would be more 
likely to take their produce up the St. Lawrence River to the 
major Canadian city of Montreal, rather than down through 
New York City? 
 Make a copy of a map of New York.  Take time to la-
bel the Hudson River, the Mohawk River, Lake Ontario, Lake 
Erie, the Adiraondack Mountains, and the Catskill Moun-
tains, Buffalo, Albany, New York City, and the route of the 
Erie Canal.  Place a compass rose, map key, and title on your 
map.

Where would 
you have chosen to 

construct the Erie 
Canal?
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Jackson grew up 
in an Irish settlement on the 

border of North and South 
Carolina called the 

Waxhaws.

Lesson 4
 Objective: To learn about the topography of North and South 

Carolina, the birthplace of Andrew Jackson.

  Teaching Point: Andrew Jackson, the seventh president 
of the United States, did not come from an aristo-

cratic family, like all of the previous United States 
Presidents.  His parents Andrew Jackson Sr. 
and Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson, immigrated 
to the United States from Ireland.  This young 

couple settled in a small Scottish-Irish community 
on the border of North and South Carolina with their 

two young children and several other family members who also immigrated from Ireland.  
The small community, called the Waxhaws consisted of a few small houses, a Presbyterian 
church and a general 
store.  

 After settling in  the 
Waxhaws, the Jacksons discovered 
they were expecting their third child.  
Shortly before the birth of this child, 
Andrew Jackson Sr. tried to lift an 
extremely heavy log, straining his 
body, leading to his untimely death 
at the age of twenty-nine.  Late in her 
pregnancy, Elizabeth, her two boys 
and other family and friends from the 
community made there way down the lonely road 
to the Waxhaw church.  When they arrived at the 
cemetery the pallbearers lumbered to the back of 
the wagon to carry the casket to its grave.  Sur-
prised and dismayed, they found the casket was 
no longer there.  Quickly the pallbearers retraced 
their steps looking for the missing casket.  They 
found it about a mile away from the church, and 
this time, more carefully transported it to the 
grave yard.  
 After the funeral Elizabeth and her two 
children moved in with her sister’s family, the 

Week 4: Andrew Jackson and Democracy

1861 engraving of the argued location of President Jackson’s 
birthplace: George McKamie’s Cabin in North Carolina.

This 1896 photo is of the Waxhaw Presbyterian Church established by the 
Scottish-Irish who settled in the Waxhaw region.
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Crawfords, where she agreed to work as a housekeeper.  Just a few weeks later, on March 15, 1767, Eliza-
beth went into labor and delivered a healthy baby boy, whom she named Andrew after his father.  Since 
the Waxhaw settlement was on the border of North and South Carolina, and relatives of the Jacksons 
lived in both states, the actual birth place of Andrew Jackson is in dispute.  Some say he was born at 
Elizabeth’s brother-in-law, George McKamie’s cabin in North Carolina, and others say he was born on 
the Crawford’s farm in South Carolina.  It is known, however, that Elizabeth raised her three sons in the 
Crawford house, in South Carolina, for at least ten years.
 As Jackson, a blond headed, blue eyed young man grew up, he attended a very good school, but 
he was more interested in the rough and tumble life of a frontiersman.  As a result, he did not learn very 
much in school and when he entered adulthood he was considered poorly educated, even by the stand-
ards of the day.  He detested his studies and would rather wrestle or race the other boys.  He loved practi-
cal jokes, and if he was provoked, would fight anyone who opposed him.  His fiery temper often got him 
into trouble.  
 In 1776, when Jackson was nine years old, the Founding Fathers signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  Four years later, in 1780, the War for Independence reached the Waxhaws, the British 
stormed the settlement destroying houses, and massacring anyone in their path.  Jackson and his family 
cared for the over one hundred and fifty that were wounded in the massacre, in the Waxhaw church.
 Later that year, Cornwallis led the British troops in a battle near the Waxhaws.  After a decisive 
win, Cornwallis’ men passed through the Waxhaws, stopping at the Crawford’s home where Jackson and 
his brother were hiding.  When the boys were discovered the British began destroying the home and the 
property in it.  When they were nearly finished, a British officer commanded Jackson to clean the dirt 
from his boots.  Jackson refused, demanding to be treated like a prisoner of war.  Angered, the officer 
slashed at Jackson’s head with his sword.  Jackson deflected the blow with his hand, but still received a 
horrible wound on his hand and head.   Both Jackson and his brother were transported to a prison camp 
where they contracted small pox.  Jackson’s mother asked for their release, so she could care for them, 
but shortly after they returned home Jackson’s brother died.  After Jackson recovered from his illness, his 
mother traveled to Charleston, South Carolina to attend the sick or injured soldiers.  She died shortly 
thereafter of a disease she contracted from the sick soldiers.  Grief stricken and angry, Jackson began to 
live a life of drinking and gambling.  After 
he lost everything, he decided it was time 
to do something with his life.  He moved to 
Salisbury, North Carolina, where he began 
his career in law and politics.  Later Jackson 
was elected President of the United States, 
but his early years growing up among the 
rough and tumble frontiersmen of the Wax-
haw settlement would continue to be a part 
of who Jackson was.

1876 Currier and Ives drawing of Jackson defying a British soldier.
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Project 4

A physical map 
helps the reader, at a quick 

glans, determine the eleva-
tions of the land based 
on the colors draw on 

the map.

 Read the information about Andrew Jackson and the 
Waxhaw settlement on the border of North and 

South Carolina on the previous pages.  This 
week we are 

going to 
study 
about 
physical 

maps.  A 
physical map 

illustrates the physical features of an area 
of land, like mountains, rivers, and lakes.  The 
water is usually colored blue, the lowest eleva-
tion is usually green, and the highest elevation 

is usually red.  Look at the physical map of North and South 
Carolina in my travel log.  Notice the map key on the left hand 
side of the map.  What do each of the colors represent?  Notice 
that blue is the lowest elevation and red is the highest elevation.  
Also notice that both the states are divided into three unequal 
sections.  Which section is the largest in North Carolina?  
Which section is smallest in South Carolina?  What is the high-
est elevation?  What is the lowest elevation?
 This week you will be drawing a physical map of either 
North or South Carolina.  The map should be similar to the 
one in my travel log, just not as detailed.  First make a copy 
of either a North or South Carolina map.  Label the state, the 
Waxhaw settlement, and the place of Jackson’s birth.  Divide the 
state into three sections like the map in my travel log.  Color 
each section depending on how high the land is.  Draw a map 
key with the corresponding elevations, similar to the one on the 
map in my travel log.  Place a title, your name as the author, the 
date you created the map, and a compass rose on the map.
   

Geography Tools 

North Carolina UJOMB p. 93

South Carolina UJOMB p. 100
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Geographers study 
both an area of land noting 

its physical features, as well 
as the culture of the peo-

ple who live there

Lesson 5
 Objective: To understand how a bill is passed through English 

Parliament, to gain a better understanding of the Aboli-
tionist movement.

  Teaching Point: As geographers we not only 
study an area of land for its physical features, 

we also study the culture of the people who 
live in a particular region, looking closely 
at their society, their language, their beliefs 

about God, their traditions, art, and food.  
Geographers are intent on discovering the 

p e o - ple’s social customs to gain insight on how they view 
themselves and the other cultures they come in contact with. Since the Abolitionist 
movement started in England, it would be fitting to study how the culture of Eng-
land, and their view of the African people affected their ideas about the slave trade.  

Early in the sixteenth century, while many of the countries of Europe began colonizing 
America, the slave trade was established.  First Portugal began sending African slaves to the West Indies to 
work the sugar plantations, and mine for gold.  As more and more European countries realized the poten-
tial for financial gain, they too began colonizing America, and selling slaves to work the lucrative sugar, 
tobacco, rice, and cotton plantations.  By the seventeenth century, England had established a strong naval 
fleet and became the leader in the slave trade, which was a triangle between Europe, Africa, and America.  
The first leg of the triangle started with European ship captains, who sold guns and ammunition to the 

African countries in exchange for slaves.  The slave traders then shipped 
the slaves across the Atlantic Ocean, selling them to plantation owners, 
who used the slaves to work their land.  Then the plantation owners sold 
the produce of their land back to England or other European countries.  
Everyone participating in the exchange of slaves and goods profited from 
the adventure, except the slaves, who were snatched from their lives in 
Africa and forced to endure inhumane treatment.
 When a group of people in England, called the Quakers, found 
out about the cruel treatment of the slaves, they formed a group to abol-
ish or end the slave trade.  This group became known as the abolitionist 
movement.  They spent many hours researching the horrors of the slave 

trade, and publishing documents to make the English Parliament aware of 
the atrocities that were being committed.  About that same time, a young English student with plans to 
enter a career in politics, named William Wilberforce, found himself listening to the debates in Parlia-
ment.  One debate that caught his attention was a bill put before Parliament, by the Quakers, that called 

Week 5: Abolitionists

William Wilberforce 1794
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for the abolition of the slave trade.  William Wilberforce was convicted by their pleas and decided to join 
their movement.  A few years later when Wilberforce was elected as a Member of Parliament, he gave an 
impassioned abolition speech to the House of Commons on May 12, 1789.  It took two long years for the 
bill to make it through all the readings and committee hearings in the House of Commons.  Unfortunately, 
the bill was rejected by a vote of 163 to 88.  Wilberforce was disappointed, but he did not let his disappoint-
ment stop him.  He spent countless hours drumming up support from the Members of Parliament and the 
common people.  He organized groups to boycott sugar, because if people stopped buying sugar, the slave 
traders would lose business.  Then a year later in 1792, Wilberforce brought another bill before the House of 
Commons again calling for the end of the slave trade.  This time another member of Parliament suggested 
an amendment to the bill, stating that the end of the slave trade would be “gradual.”  This time the bill 
passed by a vote of 230 to 85.  Unfortunately, since no time frame was stated, “gradual abolition” meant “no 
abolition.”  The small victory for Wilberforce was really no victory at all.   Wilberforce had to start over, but 
he was not dissuaded from the task at hand.   He began introducing bill after bill into the House of Com-
mons, until on February 23, 1805, Parliament voted in favor of Abolition.  By March 25, 1807, the bill 
received Royal Assent, and was voted into law.  This time it was a victory for the abolition movement, but 
the fight was not yet over.  Parliament had made the slave trade illegal, but it was still legal to own slaves in 
the United Kingdom.  It wasn’t until 1833, just three days before Wilberforce’s death that slavery in England 
would end forever.  

United Kingdom’s Parliament across the Thames, Westminster, England, 2005.
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Abolitionists
 William Wilberforce used his knowledge about parliamentary procedure to change his culture for 
the better.  Without his tireless work, the awful, inhumane practice of the slave trade might have continued 
for many more years.  Believe it or not Wilberforce did the work of a geographer.  He researched the beliefs 
of the people in his culture, what they knew about the African people, what they thought about slavery, and 
how they were able to come to terms with forcing the African people into becoming slaves.  What he found 
was that most people in his culture felt that it would be wrong to force another Englishman into slavery, but 
they felt it was fine to make Africans into slaves, because they believed the lie that Africans were little more 
than savages.  They rationalized that since these savages were not fully human, it was fine to force them into 
slavery, especially if it made them money.  Wilberforce spent a considerable amount of time looking for 
evidence that proved the cultural beliefs of English citizens to be wrong.  In his research, Wilberforce found 
that Africans were very intelligent.  He showed this with the intricate artifacts he gathered from the African 
civilizations and with illustrations of the amazing things they were able to accomplish in their society.  Then 
Wilberforce carefully researched the magnitude of the atrocities that were occurring in the slave trade.  He il-
lustrated the bitter journey African slaves took from the time they were snatched from their families in Africa 
to their death on plantations in America.  After gathering this evidence, he began to publish documents that 
he distributed to the other members of parliament to educate them on the atrocities that were occurring.  Af-
ter much research and writing, Wilberforce introduced his first Abolition Bill into the House of Commons.  
It took from 1789, when he introduced this first bill, to 1833 when the final bill was passed that ended 
slavery in the United Kingdom.  
 Not all bills take that long to become law, but when you have to change a cultural belief of a society, 
it can be a long process, especially when money is involved.  The process does usually take a year or more, be-
cause the bill has to go through several “readings” in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords.  
Wilberforce introduced the bill into the House of Commons, with the first reading of the bill.  The “First 
Reading” is when the bill is introduced and printed.  The “Sec-
ond Reading” usually occurs a short time later when the issues 
surrounding the bill are debated by the members of parliament 
(MP).  After this debate, the MP agree to send the bill to the 
“Committee Stage” where a committee is charged with scrutiniz-
ing the bill, determining the impact of the bill’s language.  The 
committee then sends the bill to the “Report Stage” where mem-
bers of parliament who are not a part of the committee can read 
the committee’s recommendations and add their own amend-
ments.  The final stage is the “Third Reading” where the House of 
Commons votes to either pass or fail the bill.  If the bill passes, it 
has to go through the same process in the House of Lords.  If the 
bill passes in the House of Lords, then it has to be given “Royal 
Assent” which means the King or Queen passes it into law.

Path a bill takes through the United Kingdom’s Parliament.  A bill 
can start in either the House of Commons or the House of Lords.
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The Parliament of 
the United Kingdom is 

located in the Westmin-
ster Palace in West-
minster, England.

Geography Tools 

English Visa Stamp

Pencil and Paper

Project 5
 This week you will be traveling to Westminster, Eng-

land to visit the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords located in the Palace of 

Westminster.  
Go to the 

link at 
the 
bot-

tom of 
the page 

to see an inside 
view of these two houses.   While you 

are there think of a bill you might want to 
introduce into your family.  Think of some-

thing that your family could change that 
could make it better.  Maybe, you could intro-

duce a bill that would require all the members of the family 
to wipe off the toothpaste tube after brushing their teeth.  Or 
maybe your bill could require everyone in the family to make 
their beds as soon as they wake up in the morning.  Do a little 
research on your bill, to gain information that would be per-
suasive to the members of parliament.  Present this informa-
tion to your siblings or friends first (they are the members of 
parliament in the House of Commons).  They can debate you 
on the merits of your bill.  You can go through all the read-
ings, the committee, and report stages if you like.  Then ask 
the MPs from the House of Commons to vote on your bill.  
If it passes, then submit your bill to the House of Lords (this 
would be your mother).  Go through all the steps like in the 
House of Commons, and if the bill passes, put the bill before 
your father, and encourage him to give “Royal Assent” which 
would pass the bill into law (or into an official rule in your 
house).

Link: http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/


